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EDILTORIaL 


Firstly, let me apologise for the lateness of this 
issue of Speleo-G. Originally I was plamning to get it out 
by May but slackness prevailed as you can see. 


On a brighter note, I would like to say that I have 
enough material on hand for another 2 or 3 issues so that with 
some help I should be able to get them out. One of the 
reasons for the amount of material is the number of trips being 
run; almost every weekend we have been going somewhere. It 
would be good to see some of the new people who joined at the 
beginning of year on some of these trips, as well as the more 
experienced members. 


As some of you may be aware, an application for a 
mining exploration licence was recently lodged for the 
Wyanbene area. Adrian Davey prepared an excellent 
objection on behalf of ASF and the application will probably 
be rejected. I hope to publish this objection in the next 
issue of Speleo-G. 


Also, I was glad te receive from Gordon a "letter 
to the Editor". Good work, let's have more of then. 


Remember, if you want to contribute, just place 
the relevent material in the club's vigeon hole at the top 
of the stairs in the Sports Union squash court area. 


Peter Hart 
SDITOR. 
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IETTSR TO. TH EDITOR 


Dear Sir, 


In reference to your article on the Marble Arch trip con- 
tained in this edition, I feel I must rebuxe considerable half truths 
and inuendos in this article concerning my driving ability. It shoul¢ 
be pointed out that the said "Jag" has like all good svorts cars, a 
low ground clearance. There is no doubt in my mind that this was the 
real reason for the superficial scratch occuring on my car. Any 
suggestion that it was a result of incompetent driving is to be 
categorically denied. 


Whilst on the subject of driving, I feel mention should be 
made of one further incident on this trip. Whilst driving from 
Marble Arch, Mr. Hart went the wrong way and on his return to the 
correct track managed to become indisputably bogged. Surely this is 
incompetence at the highest order. He’ managed to do this in a mere 
puddle. As my car was ahead we had continued to Big Hole unaware of 
Mr. Hart's folly. After taking all the gear to the Hole, I became 
concerned at Mr. Hart's lateness and so walked down to the track only 
to meet John Briggs. This poor gentleman had been forced to walk 
from Marble Arch to Big.Whcleto get us. One wonders why the man who 
caused this whale catastrophe did not walk tack himself. The cynical 
amongst us saw it as a ploy to monopolize the female company on the 
trip. Could this be true, Mr., Hart? 


t is exercised in 
ibellous material. 


I hope in future that more constrai 
future in the publishing of such bdlatently 


. Yours sincerely, 


(RALLY CHAMP ¢.T.) 
to the uninitiated GORDON TAYLOR. 


"SPELEOGRAPFITT 


aL, tae 3 has drawn to 
a close, ard lock asa} f uts have occurred. 


Certain projects have either been started or breught from a 
state of dormancy. 


The survey of Y7, Nortn Deep Creek cave at Yarrangobilly, now 
in its 7th year, resurfaced as @ club vroject eaziy in 1977 and shoulda 
be completed Guring the Laster trip this year. 


In the latter part of 1977, survey of little known parts of 
Wyanbene main cave commenced with the clut's newly acquired survey 
gear, ane this tco should be completed during the May term break. 


1977 also saw an assault trip o 
scaling ncle, a somewhat masochistic tas, 
club has a good number of keen members. 


anbene main cave with a 
which demonstrated that the 


>» iInterclubd re 
due to a numher, of ze, 
other AS” srouns and 
close licicon. 


ms have been excosllent during the past year 
. Some Nucc vers are also members uf 9: 
has ied to a runter of joint club trips and 


In addition the 1977 Nullarbor exvedition was attended by 
3-4 NUCC members and this too bas improvei interclub conta-t, a 
practice tu be actively encouraged. 


Club activity nas remained fairly constant throughout the 
year with an everage cr l trip every; ks, a slight incrcase over 
the previous figure. ani one which wiil hopefully ve bettered in the 
next repors. 


Monsaly meetings throughout 1977 wece well attended and each 
had a guest Speaker, a practice which was welcomed by members and which 
is to be continued, 


On a conel:s ing note, I wish to exoress my thanks to most of 
the committee for ite ssistance during t: past ycar, and also the 
Sports Union, without vaich she ehubls 2 70uld be much more 
difficult indeed. 


Also, a special thankyou for Jorn Furlonger for enabling us to 
use the Chemistry Tecture Building and its facilities for meetings 
throughout the year. 


i wish the 1978/79 committee evi 
of the club ana I hereby in 
Povition of President again. 


success in the management 
willing to stand for the 


you, 
Prte® HART 


ENE 1977/78) 
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EQUIPMENT OFFICER'S REPORT 


This year has been a most successful ; 
At last we have found a permanent place where the equipment ean be 
spread out and properly stored (namely my base £) 5 I feel this 
enabled easier access to the gear ard consequently it was used more. 
In all it was borrowed 40 times. 


sar equipment wise. 


During the year the number serviceadle lead-acids was 
gradually increased. Nevertheless many of the batteries will not 
hold a very large charge. Several new batteries would be a worthwile 
investment for '78. The purchase of the new Sunuito surveying 
instruments proved most useful and tt have this far been used in 
several surveys. It should be noted though thet the Suunto inclin- 
ometer, if immersed in water, becomes inopperable due to water behind 
the eyepiece. 


During the year the inflatable boat suffered a puncture which 
has been fixed. The First Aid kits require a thorough examination 
and update, a task which needs to be attended tc as a matter of 
urgency. One gripe I would like tc mention is the condition gear is 
returned in. This year much of the was returned muddy, and with 
ropes uncoiled, while one particular cident in which several carbides 
were returned unemptied was not appreciated. All gear should be 
returned in the condition it is borrowed. 


Gear lost this year included: 
- 2 krabs 
- 1 ladder trace. 


Gear written off because of unsatisfactory condition 
includes: 
- 1 tape measure 
- 2 helmets. 


Gear in need of repair includes: 
- First Aid Kit 
- Carbide lamps 
~ Several lead acids 
- 2 ladders. 


The attached list is a list of the gear currently held by the 
club. 
8 30' ladders 
5 50' ladders 
600' Bluewater rope (3 lengths) 
6 #4 Nylon ropes 
1h acids (several iead) 
2 charzers 
ll carbide lamps (8 complete) 
2 First Aid Kits 
23 Bash hats 
Karabiners 
pr. prussikers 
Scaling Pole 
atable boat 


pitons 
pr. Suento compasses 
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Equipment Officer's Resort (contd.) 


+ copper nails, star 11, G cick, brace-n-bit, metal tape, 
fibreglass tape, compés and tripod, rowl bolts, 2 flags, 1 sign. 


G. TAYLOR 
Equipment Officer 1977 
TREASURER'S REPORT 
STATEMENT OF INCOME AND EXPENDITURE 
FOR THE PER-oD 28/2/1977 to 28/2/1978 


Bank Balance at 28/2/TTesseeeeeeee 6885-92 


Petty Cash at 28/2/77....+-+- 5 WORT Oe TO 
$109.27 
INCOME EXPENE ITURE 
29 full members fees @ 3.00 $87.00 ASF Fees @ 3.00 member $87.00 
4 assoc. " 4.00 4.00 Equipment purchases 23075 
Bank Interest 3.02 Maintenance 1.80 
Map sales 7.50 Book purchases 24.70 
Equipment Hire 7.00 "Speleograffiti" 17.50 
Sports Union - fees grant 93.00 Stationery, ete. red 6 
- Meintenance 1.80 Supper supplies Tet 
Cheque Book Fee 1.25 
$203. 32 $174.31 
(Total Income + balance at 28/2/77) - (Total expenditure) 
= (203.32 + 109.27) - (174.31) = 138.28 
Bank balance .: BBVA LTS « aacdegs 131.69 
Petty Cash at 28/2/78 ...06. 6.59 
$138.28 
Signed: 
M. Webber 


(TREASURER ) 


NS PETSOGRAFFI 
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SAL! 


1973 


Notice is hereby given 
Leence hos ‘ee 
aves tha hare 


slageass fom the Townsh 
mney be ote particulary Gesended ot being situated wi:kin 
the Parh of SYyonbere, Covrty cf Oaronier at a distance 
‘of 22 ‘iemelves on © true becring of 38 degrees from 
Wyonbene Trigenometriccl Staticn. ®am the nerth-ees! coreer 
af the oprlicotion crag thence  bilumstres on a tou. bearing 
af 780 degres., thence & kilomelrss cn a true beoring of $90 
egress, thence 4 kilometres ox: 47 Leering of 100 cagrce 
thence 4 kilometres on 2 twa Boaving of 10 degrees to sho 
point of commencement, 


Be Bestdoren a Tass 


DI TET CST EIST IONE OLE SEED 


on Section ior on Cxz ovation 


PR NOSE DA A OANA PL EDEN OI RT ATA OTE SONA NS“ 


“ I SATE AE 


NING ACT 
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TE cY’VE Ct 


memntains, ori 


ng BE Be 
re the great c'aliong 
main for oxplorers of 
“Answer: caves, 


The search for the bi 
Aes switched from continent to 
see; pkered cave is stil the Pierre St ¥ 
fin, 1.33kra deep in the Py icnees, The | alayas 
and the Andes have bcth proved di ting. 
Ir’ 1973, in a remo'e spet in the bighiands of 
a Now Guinea. Ridden beneath a - 
¥erest and ihree days’ walk from the searesi vil 
fage, a Sayer trave) 


* Flartin ou of the record bens 


{i Ate Kanada proves up io the cavers’ grent 
est enpeciations, it will be found to descend 1.5 
kr, over a ler gthof about 9 km. 


omth expedition has been two 
years in the plaramg; originelly $9 people 
applicd t6 join, Fiftystwo will go. Most of them 
are sustralians, but eight inicopid Sana: 
vill icin the group. three vw 7 
Americans, four: English. five 4, 
fod ive Papua New Guinesns, 


emput 
and full-Gmne adventurers. There's 
A Customs officer, an assrtani sta 
end an anny lieuteient. All ace e 2 
Speleologists. The trip will cost cach of the 
snembers clase to $1 059, 


The expedition will have 2 scientitie Na sour, 
ith some geology, Liolog., eecmerph 
hydralogy and geochemistry invest 
along the say, not to mention « r 
Benesis (the development of coves). 


Dr James, a lecturer in inorganic chenisicy, 
one ef five women en the expedi She is 
rosy-cheeked and Stusdily bull fn her jeans 
and greer sweater she looks more like a siudent 
han a leceurer, 


Dr James acquired her accent in Here. 


don and ner speleo- 

of Wales, Jamaica, 
favia, faly and Frrace. Last Christmas 
22 Mexico. She and 


viare recently she has been eaayoning ia the 
Mountains. As part of their get-fit Pree 
gram, she and other membcis of the expedition” 
have abseiled down Kalang Fails at Kanangra 
Waits, os 4 up th: 600 metres of 
waterfalis he nearby Danae Brook. They 
have gone rockclimbing and cross-country ski- 
ing, they hav durance bush walks 
and caving miniexpedi 7a New Zealand. 
has io be oxtremely physically 
tea is prooabiy one of the 
tougiiest caves in the worid io explore. We are 
Doing to tackis it hy going up it as well 3s down 
in” 


Dr james has been twee before to the Atea 
mas a member cf doth the 1973 and the 
1976 expeditions. Eight of the nine members of 


PUR RI RARE PET TERE EE EEE 


SRR IRE RRNA An SCR 


ug 


Fetuming for next 


the big cave. They 


ne Atca Piver roa 


ate Ne ground, 
+ “We were haunted by the drecta of what sort 
‘af cave would be carver! cut by such a river,” 


ig the hole. 
‘The iver surged < 
freitixe cave. The wat 


3 they iurnad back, 


it would probaaly never be pessibie te exple 
iurther. 
") The 1976 expedition 
high ievel entrance 
Ns. ae 
followed this passa; 
high above the nverwa 
“5! ig On “bal 
indow 


it 


e cave by a 
lad by the 


through a maze 
Cr fames, 
Vas" or Ieoking out of 
uid bear ana feel the Atca 
nally, a5 we stood in the 
\dow, there vas a seciion of the under- 
Stourd river ow flowed querly through a 
cubway, : 

“To swim in this river jooked possible, bur 
dangerous. One intrepid caver swam to the end 
of his lifeline, but we could g0 no further in 
hot more sophisticated quipment, esre- 


+4: cially telephones, 


AN Bay rroment it might rain and Mood the 
viveray. This danger was alway: in the back 
of our minds. Ve were paver (ree the roar 
of the Atea." : 


_ The 1978 expediio: 


is te take telephones 


nto the cave. tt vill, hovew 
arden handeream (good for 


‘organise the Spa; 
drops, just haven't 
sors. 


clicopwer 


jatds and the 
F spon- 


ime to orga 


An advance garly working with a team of 12 
focal assistants is already ca the job in New 
Guinea. Camps and helicopter tanding pads 
have io be built and iracks hacked out of the 
rein forest. The few existing tracks in the area 
are mucdy mazes of tree roots aed trunks. 
Bridges are file more than greasy saplings, 
often inclined ag alarming angles. 


sa New Guinea organi. 
evan Wilde, the exporstion Manager 
for a mining company. A keen caver, Mr Wilde 
was also 2 member of the iw: previous cx- 
peditiony te the Atca. 


July-August has been chosen for the oe 


pedition Gecause cha? is the dry <eason. In 
“dry ¥, instead of alt 
day. es 


thinking. 


ed the equipment - 


a.e C2ves on top of the - 
silomerres away thew could. 


- The main 
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te at the base camp at Lurbi by 
trvck, tractor, plane, helicopter and back-pack, 


‘will assembie with the overseas contingent at 


t Mt Hagen, fly by plane to Koroba, and tien 


* wavel by tractor to the 


ission post of Kelzbo. 


Carrying their packs. nursing ‘their blisters 
and adjusting as best they can to the thin air, 


+ the cavers then have to cross a 2.800 metre 


mountain midge (higher (haa Kosciusko} to get 
to their base camp, This is looked upon as mom 
bush-bashing than bush-walking. 


In the past the high altitude has caused pro- 
blems ior some of the cavers. and the local uibe, 
the Duna, has not been impressed with the 
white man's stamina. Dysentery and tropical 
ulcers are also a problem. Cuts and scratches 
fester quickly m the humidity. ee 


No fresh food is available except when the ” 
Duna kit wild garhe. On caclier expeditions 
the cavers enthused over the roasted tree 
kangaroo and the possum-like cuscus but found 
the echidna a trifle facty. 


Most of the iime the cavers will exist on tin- 
ined fish — the cheapest form of protein ~ and 
fice. There will be tinned meat, driéd fruit and 


2 schocolaie, for variety. 


‘The base camp.is on @ ridge 2 km from the | 


wet Hanes 39 Fe a4 


prient that bas eft Sydney by boat will” 
> eventual: 


dney party will leave on fuly 7. fi" - 


Fage 3 


~ [& “CROSS SECTION OF 
et tee ATEA KANADA, 


Atee Dotine (hole) 


, ~oSz Grong 2 


‘ Uh Guria ~ 
} ae anhguete ee 


cone cine oo oe Hrknovii 
ee CE REI ER ARE EA EEN AER 


mt ; etn. bs vote 


* "James. She has had some experience 

below. During the Mexico trip she spe HS 
for 24 to 36 hours. A! underground and in Wales was a inember of a 
" " pises four or five people — i bing ia, is, group that established x then world record of “4 
* involved and the going very rough, only swo, ei “days uriderground. 


* the cave entrance. Assault is the correct word. * 
* Exploration ofter begins a ¢ 


cave. "The reason the camp is 
cause we need radio communi 
outside world and we need sunshine,” s: 
James. “We need to dry out every so often.’ 


Once assembled at the base camp, the ex’ 


- _ Because of the size of the Atca, camps will ‘The appeal of caving? 
probably have to be established. underground, "It is really the appeal of exploration ~ of 
“Any part of the cave can become blocked going somewhere where no one has been bee 
" . , 4 with water and you've got to be prepared to sit it fore,” said Dr James, departing to take a clase 
“An assaull camp will be established insi ‘out and wai the water to subside,” said Dr i ralyiical chemistry. : 


TRIP REPORTS S=cTION 


WYANBE 26th FEBRUARY 1978 
ie EES Penne ee ee hs 


Party: Joha Brush, 
Annette Reb 


The NUCC side of this trip was planned to allow J.F. to show us the 
location he high aven in the Aitcheson's Avens area. The CSS trip 
was primarily to show A.It. the lake and also to wndertake some 
investigation of the Aragonite flowers there. 


Due to the overwhelming response for each trip, it was decided that an 
amalgamation shoul? occur. 


The track into the camoing area was very dry (including the bog) and 
there were no problems (sighs of relief from my vassengers). 


A quick trip into the lake was done with a few rests along the way (snall 
we proceed? 


We all then retraced our steps to the bj 


ypass, where J.F. and myself 
proceeded into the Avens area while ti 


others continued outwards. 


To reach the upper aver one proceeds o the Avens area as usual, 
turning left after the oridge (or hole?) and coubling back on the left, 
so that one is overlooking a fissure. 


One proceeds up this esure for abdcut 10-15 metres, whence entry is 
gained to vne base of the high aven. 


We then lez+ the area and headed ont. 


Sometime in the near future we will surv 
further extensions. 


y this aven and lcol for 


ee 6 EH 


WEE JASPER, 5 March 7978 


Party: Peter Hart (L}, Roger Arnold, Bruge Bruen, Ian Clyde, Neil 
Collins, Louise Crisp, Astrid Duré, Steshen Elliot, Helen 
Mciagan, Mark Noble, Lee Ovens, Ian Prcector, Rhonda Richards, 
Richard Sta: Gordon Taylor, Mark Thomson, Ray Vran, Tanya 
Waters, Phi Williams. 


As one would expect, this was the annual 
attempted shortcuts J 
than Gordon's mob. 


fresher trip to W.Jd. After some 
+, LT eventually reached ¥.J. about $ hour le 


I instructed these p: 
person practiced on 


After this we wens 
parts of Dio, my gro 
Upon returning to the 
seties 2 while Gordo 


ip cave, Gordon's 
going through No. 
face we had 2 
a's mob went throug 


After this we returned to Canberra, 


i 


ho 


Srip Reports ( 


MARBIE ARCH, 13 


Party: John Bri 
Taylor, 


This trip wes 2 


Two carloads of bods 
to put a great dent 
here we walked down 
éround. 


Pull of enthusiasm, 
*hence to Moodong oa 
.oo much, but we hea 


#lliot, Alan Floyd, 


€ purpose being to do some light caving. 


headel into the top of the Spur, Gordon managing 
in his father's 'jag' (Who said I was bad?). ° From 
to the main cave and srent an hour or so looking 


we neaded down the gorge and lcoked at the efflux; 
Te. Some of the prty complained about crawling 
ded on to the window. 


| fron here J.B. and myself continued on to be attacked by bats in chambers 


trur 
rack 


er on. Upon o 
to the cars. 


naged To bog mr 
head to the Si 
. Eventual 
vas freed. 


I wish to state that 


the time we rea 
1 and up aga 
inutes to SRT 
anberra. 


“oo epee 


NARR&NGOBIEZY 


Party: Gordon 7 
i Pe er Fi 
fhe purpose of thi 
ito extend Y45. By 
‘Eagles Nest campin, 
gathered. 


We then proceeded to 
exhaustion occurri 

before reaching the 
dying to go through 


ur return we all headed out of the cave, and walked 
4 quick lunch and then to Big Hole. 


vehicle on the way out, 
g Hole turnoff (he sa 
returned and with 


t. 


the Dog episode was not vre-meditated and all 
erning it should be disregarde?. (I7 you must, 


ig Jole there was only time for Gorden to go 
was breaking. &.T. teok about 30-40 
upon his return we all neaded back te 


oz, Steven Ralser, Peter Hart (L), Michael Horne , 


Briggs. 


J 

vrir S to continue surveying 7 and to attempt 
ning on Frida; } gathered at the 

lads had also 


North Deep Creek Cave (77) with a case of near heat 
. I had trogged up with wet suit and Busy Bee 
cave, and as the weather was fairly warm, I was 
the duckunders by the time the entrance was reached. 


From here the duckunders were rapidly reached and Gcrdon and myself 


commenced surveying: 
chambers. The sur-r 
‘survey party ané€ the 


By the time the secs 
as Gordon was feelin 
managed to survey 
‘the cold. Hence it 


jAll that remains 4c 


ithe chambers above 
~Cuckunders section 


4 


the rest of the party 
ey mede slow progress 


nature of the passage. 


duskunder had been vassed + 
& the cold, Michael offered to 1elp survey. We 

cuher 10 metres or so when Mike elsn complained of 
was iecided to head for the surface and back to camp. 


others returned, and 


surveyed now is the caxyon teyondthe duckunders and 
. This part suould be somewh2+ easier than the 
& heoefully will be coupieted on the next Yag° y trio. 
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DIBOGRALS PO) Nos ce 


Yarrangobilly Trip (24-27 March) contd. 


On Saturday, John, Mike and myself entered Y45, the rest joining 
UNSWSS in Y9. On the last trip te Yagby, I had found 2 tight squeeze 
which we wished to push. Upon reaching the canyon near the squeerce, 
we noticed another squeeze which when dug a t we could fit througu 
relatively easily. We were able to follow s for about 17 metres 
when another tight squeeze was encountered. managed to get thrvigh 
with great difficulty only to find i% didn't Hence it took advut 
& hour for me to get out of it and greet my freezing friends. We 
then returned to the surface leaving some unexpiored passage for the 
next trip. 


Sunday arrived and it was decided to look at the Byrie (¥3) with UNSWSS. 
This we proceeded to do, having a look at Y1 and ¥2 entrances on the way. 
Upon entering Y3 a number of photographs were taken ana then we began. 
searching for new passage. Bev (UNSYSS) noticed an_upper level which 
should be investigated with a scaling pole. Deter Downes (UNSY'SS) 
discovered a squeeze leading to a previously unmown series of small 
chambers. We explored these for about an hour. finding some rather 
unstable sections and some very promising digs. 


We returned to Canberra on Monday after an enjoyable and wor thwhile trir-. 
PETER HART. 


a a ee 


BUNGONIA, 2 APRIL 1978 


Party: Gordon Taylor (L), John Briggs, Stephen Ralsers Peter fart 


This trip was planned as 4 trip to SRT Big Hole. But due to bad weather 
which has been all too common lately, the ford acrcss the Shoalhaven 

was flooded. This was ascertained by ringing Mr. Dempsey. Rather then 
waste a weekend it was decided to go to Bungonia instead. There beinz 
only 4 of us left on the trip (the other had viked) we all went in 
Gordon's "Jag". on the way Peter had this strange Gesire to play with 
every knob in the car, the amateur psychiatrists amorg us outting “t dow. 
to a bad childhood experience with knobs. 


On arrival at Bungonia, we were amazed at the changes that had occurred’. 
Not having been there after the bushfire and tne fuld time managener.t 
of the area we were in for shock. 


After driving around having 2 look at the chenges that had occurred, we 
proceeded to the Drun Cave. This was descended by G. Taylor, Da Hex 
8. Ralser abseiling and J. Briggs jaddering- Joon B. had some fun on 
the ladder approximately 20! from the bottom tecause the belay rope wa3 
not long enough. On reaching the bottom we went on down the dave, to 
be very quickly stopped by vad air. We thus returned to the vitch, 

Pp. Hart, G. Taylor and S. Ralser prussiking out and J. Briggs leédering 
out. Due to the inclement weather, there was 2 censicerable quantity 
of water coming down the pitch. This meant that while ascending “ne 
was showered with cold water. Not very comfortable. This being a siac 
day trip, on returr to the surface, we de-trogged, ate and returned homic 
to Canberra. GORDON LOR 


a id 


COOLEMAN PLAINS 8-9 APRIL 1978 


Party: Peter (L), John Briggs, Julie Bsserburg, Martin Essenburg. 


CSS - Carol Anderson, Neil Anderson, Tim Booth, Joan Brush, Marj 
Coggan, Roger Curtis, Bob Dum, Tim Rudman, Josje Van der Vites 
Geoff ? - 


ke 
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April) conta. 


John, Julie, Mart: im Rudman and myself headed from Canberra in 
Martin's Kombi around 6.30 a.m. and went vi indateila to the 
Coolema. track tummoif on Long Pl joined by the css 
people and we drove e hill. At this point 
we walked, as rain 
somewhere on the ¢ 


ana shortly afterwards a group of us 


I went through the squeeze first, which was quite interesting as I 
clocked it going throu allowing the water level to rise. Once 
through, I commence’ surveying with Suunto compass and clinometer, but 
as luck would have it the clinometer fogged up completely making reading 
of its dial impossible. Hence the survey hac to be abandoned ard the 
remaining three of us headed out. 


After returning to the nut and arying off John, Julie, Martin, Tin, 

Geoff and I decided to lock arcund the limestone outcrovs nearby for 
caves. We found a number of small holes which did nct go very far, but 
further towards Cave Creek we found an efflux and a sizeable entrance with 
3P4 painted on. Subsequentiv this was found t.) be "Cliff Cave". 


le then headed baci te the hut where an interesting incident occurred. 
farol and Marj pointed cut to us an old metal cylinder sone 12-14 inches 
m diameter, which they claimed Tim Booth had been thr ough. Being my 
tsual gullible seis I ediately atteavted to go through it, but it 
tecame too tight wnen my shoulders were 7 le Mart then stamped 
he cylinder into an iptical shape ich was slightly wider and I 
han made it through. I thoroughly recommend this tube for squeeze 
rTactice, so Tim Rudman alse went throu » the others were all 
ico broad. 


that night, some snafts South of the Hut were investigated but were 
Found to be rather 3zall and grotty. 

On Sunday a group of us went to River Cave, fully intend: 
the sump. However there had been a fair amount of rain on Saturday night 
and the sump was 2bout 10 metres long. 

Not being fish, we headed out and did Glion Pov, then headed back to the 
hut and out of the vlain in rather wet weather. 


tee KKK HHH 


ANZAC DAY 25th APPIL 1978 


This day was a great success which everybody present enjcyed greatly. 

The function was a barbecue held at the Cotter reserve for all three 
Canberra clubs (CS3, ctcc, NuCcC). After lunch, a great deal of fun was 
had throwing frisbees a around the place for about an hour or so. “hen 
we had pecked up Jonn Briggs and I headed around to the main Cotte~ cave 
(PR1) to have a look at extension at the back of the cave. 


At the far end, one climts up the wall on the right and into a hole there. 
The passage gets steadily emaller until one needs brect ontrol to 


iMegotiate the final part. Out of the squeeze one qui 7 reaches a 
iChamber about 6 metres long, 2-3 metres wide and 2 retres high. The 


\ 
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Anzac Day (contd.) 


decoration here, though seanty, is much better %: 
cave, no doubt due to its inaccessibility. Or 
Robert Douglas (C8CG) coming in and after some 
we left the cave and headed back to Uni. 


n in the rest of the 
way cus we met 
lanations and waiting 


I'm sure that Canberra cavers would like to see this become a regular 
activity on Anzac Day and I hope that NUCC members will help support 
it. 


PETER HART. 
ee RRR HERESY 


WYANBENE 6-7 1978 


Party: Peter Hart (L), John Briggs, Matthew Webber. 


The purpose of this trip was to visit as many c 
Wyanbene as possible and also to keep 2 look ou 


the smalier caves at 
for new cnes. 


On the Saturday, we proceeded as usual to the 4, via a very changed 
road surface. The ditumen was washed out in reral places from the 
“century flood" on the wekend 1-2 April. The ford itself had been 
recently graded, but the approach to it had becone rather st 2p and 
rocky. 


John, being his usuel chivalrous self, offered +c wade ahead and direct 
me along the safest route. All proceeded well until I was directed 
into a hole (JB claimed it was shallower there Now followed some 
scenes of pushing and panting in vain. Fort ly, a landrover was 
close at hand, and my vehicle was finally draggei free. 


The road from here nad all been recently gradec 
were numerous boulders strewn about in some pl 
filled to some extent, making it easier to neg 


ich meant that there 
3; but the bogs were 
te them. 


iipment and then 
2idge mine pot (Wy3) 
4 Bat cave, located 
slope. It is quite 
ke name would suggest, 


Upon reaching the camping area, we set up our ¢€ 
proceeded to the top of the ridge. We visited 
and spent about 2 hours in it. Next we exami. 
Eastwards of Wy3 anc about 2/3 of the way up t 
an interesting cave; not very big, with, as + 
bats in it. 


We then proceeded back en to the Northern face cf the limestone and 
headed for Clark's or Bushranger's cave. Whi John and Matthew were 
looking at it, I detowred around a bit and founé a tight fissure which 
appeared to be quite promising. 


JB and MW joined me and we tested its depth by dropping some stones 

down it. They bounced down in such a manner 2s to indicate the 
existence of three ledges, the hole being about 20 m. deed. Unfortunat- 
ely, the fissure was too tight to enter and it decided to leave it 
for the next trip. = 


On Sunday, I showed JB and MW through the main 
in 14 hours and back again, detouring into Gunt 


ve, through to the lake 
rel along the way. 


We then headed back to Ganberra, with nothing cf an exceptional nature 
occurring along the way. 


HART. 
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frips Reports _ 


SLIS__14¢h 


ser Hart, De 
This was a slack sit to the Mt. Quarry, the purpose being 
to practice abseiling and to teach JB and DN the art. This was duly 
done with a bit oz prussiking tossed in later. The recent rain had 
made the lip of the quarry rather slippery ana I was able to demonstrate 
how to slip while abs ng. Apart om this, nothing unusual occurred. 


Gordon Taylor. 


eK KKK EK 


WE_JASPER, 21 MAY 1978 
Party: Peter (L), John Briggs, David Cullen, Helen Mclagan, 
Derais , Kim Sawyer, Gordon Taylor. 


This trid was nei 
practice tosseil 
JB and DN: to ‘iee 
tae bitumen route. 


ee ti 


a tourist nature w & little abseiling 
My group (PH, DC and HM) raced Kim's group (K3, 
esper; I took the Mountain Creek Road while KS took 


rain w? haa recently has done wonders for Mountain Creek 
ed at the junction with the bitumen simultaneously. 


“we parked near og Leg and preceeded up the hill 


Aiecadiar at Yee 
to Punchbowl. 


orden, oe 
dedderir " 
Fe 


myself abseiled down the pitch, the others 
receeded through the snicket tc the Ballroom, Tar 
, Loxin chamber, Strawoerry Shortcut and back t+ 


inchbowl, we had lunck ard went to Dip Cave. 

& pease down the Daylight hole, while I led 
nt Chamber, up to the Balcony a: through to 
2iso0 accompanied us end he an explored No. 3 


John ant 

the others int. 3 
number 3 serie 
extension of 3 


Beck to Dayligit 
out and back to S 


watched a few more abseils and then headed 


er 


noerr2. 


XH EH HH HH 


This was a follor 
to explore the fi 


Upon reaching the 
Sc we walked int 
was then climbed 
chiseliing rock 
Some breath contr 
in that order. 
chiselling. 


to that on 6 
und on that t 


we found thet 
ping area 
e reacked tue s After about 1 hour of 
y were able to get through, with the helo of 

JB, myself @ . a2scenie? into the hole 
SO managed to in after a vit more 


r 
% had been completely washed out, 
et u The Limestone outcrop 
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Wyanbene Trip (27-28 May 1978) contd. 


After the entrance, the hole widened s hntly and reached a ledge about 
13 metres down. A tight, near verti 1 d from here down 
another 11 metres to a ledge with some decoraticn along the way. From 
here a short drop and squirm of 2 metres led to the final chamber; a 
mud floored chamber about 3 metres long, 1.5 metres wide and 1 metre 
height, with several frogs. Total depth was about 27 metres. Now came 
the interesting part, namely, getting out. 


Gordon proceeded up the ladder first and made fine progress until the 
near vertical squeeze was reached, at which point much puffing, panting 
and swearing occurred. Finally, after helmet, telt and light were 
removed and with John pushing from below hr. Taylor made it through. 


Next, it_was JB's turn; he was pulled through by SR after about 5 minutes 
of grovelling. 


Then it was my turn, and with the skill that leaders are known for, I 
made it through with helmet and light on and without pushing or pulling 
from others. 


Ron came next and likewise made it through. 


On the Sunday, we headed into the main cave, ST, SR, Ron and I went to 
Caesar's to look at the stream passage ani the excellent Aragonite 
flowers there. 


Meanwhile, Gordon and John investigated a tribut stream near the 
Jailhouse. They climbed into an extensive rockpile and found a narrow 
fissure 3-4 metres high, which when climbed allowed further access into 
the rockpile. An interesting area which warrants additional exploration. 


Gordon and John then headed out and were joined ty my group about 1 
hour later. 


An uneventful walk out and trip back to Canberra then followed. 


PETER 


0 MR KE he eH 
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PRESIDENT: Peter Hart, 
Room 187, 
BURTON HALL, 
ANU. 
PHONE : 89 6542 (w) 


VICE-PRESIDENT: Michael Horne, 
BURTON HALL, 
A.N.U. 


SECRETARY: John Briggs, 
Room B49, 
BRUCE HALL, 
A.N.U. 


TREASURER: Matthew Webber, 
Room 180, 
BURTON HALL, 
A.N.U. 


EQUIPMENT OFFICER: Gordon Taylor, 
40 Getting Crescent, 
CAMPBELL. 
PHONS: 47-6384 (H) 


HR RK KER EE 
N.U.C.C. MEETINGS 


N.B. * * * Out meetings are now on Tuesday nights at 8 p.m., in the 
Sports Union Office (top of the stairs at the Squash Courts) on the 
following dates: 


18 
15 


= 
SIUI po 


NOVEMBER 


: 
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COMING TRIPS 


JULY 2 NARRENGULIEN, Contact PETSR HART 
JULY 8 ROSEBROOK & XYBEAN, Contact PETER HART 
JULY 16 MICHELAGO, Contact PSTER HART, 
SULY 22/23 
WE2 
AUGUST 6 JASPER, Contact PETER HART. 
AUGUST 12/13 YARRANG OBILLY 
Y7, Y45 & oline near Zagle's Nest. 
Contact PETER HART. 
AUGUST 20 BUNGONIA, Contact = 


SEPTEMBER 30 ~ OCTOBER 2 


Contact PET 


